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they do not wait for it, they anticipate it. We sur-
round the Cross, painted anew in its first colors, [32]
upon which I had placed the body of our Lord cruci-
fied; we recite some prayers; and then I adored and
kissed the Cross, to show them how they ought to do
it. They imitated me one after the other, apostro-
phizing our crucified Savior in prayers which natural
Rhetoric and the exigency of the time suggested to
them. In truth, their fervent simplicity inspired me
with devotion; briefly, they did so well that on the
same day God gave them rain, and in the end a
plentiful harvest, as well as a profound admiration
for the divine Power.

In concluding these two accounts, I shall say that
these Peoples admire and esteem highly those persons
who have anything that elevates them above the
crowd. Such persons they call okz, the same name
as they give to demons; consequently, if there were
any one here endowed with the gift of miracles, as
were those who first announced the Gospel to the
world, he would, in my opinion, convert all these
Barbarians without difficulty. But God dispenses
such favors when, how, and to whom he pleases;
and perhaps he wishes us to wait for the harvest of
souls with patience and perseverance. Besides, cer-
tainly, they are inclined [33] as yet to their duty
only by temporal considerations, so that we may well
apply to them the reproach of the Gospel: Amen,
amen dico vobis, queritis me, non quia vidistis signa, sed
quia manducastis ex panibus, et saturatt estis.

We have had this year two alarms, which resulted,
thank God, in nothing worse than the fear aroused
by the apprehension of enemies. The first, for
which there were some grounds, occurred last Sum-



